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what's Motion? whats Privation? 
shut's Plea{ure ? what's Pain? os / 

Antw. something’s any thine. Nothing is no-thing, Mat- 
wand Form is every thing. Privation ts nothing, Motion 
, kind of a Somewhatkin, (to borrow one of Fairfax s 
ids) between fomerhing and wothing. Pleafure and 
sinare a couple of Fe ne fcay quot’s, or Whatchec lium r, 
gt every body feels, and no body knows what co 
wake Of and theres 4 fhort anjmer vo a hafly Que- 
im, But becaule we doubt twill harcly fatishe either 
we Querift, or ot’ er Readers, we muft difleé& this 
sntrous Query, which has fo many young ones in 
te Belly on’t, and fee what we can make of emall, 
idiot from one another. 

Qi. hat’s Something ? 

dnw. “Tis not eafie to find any larger or clearer 
Wordto explain it. Ie feems the fame with Aliquid, 
nj toinclude Omne Ens, all kinds of Entitys, or Be- 
ings, Whether real, or only the works of Fidion or Fan- 
», and Reafon, which laft have at leafta Being in the 
ind, tho’ none without It. 

Queft. 2. #bat’s Nothing ? " 

Aniw. The Metaphyticians have been fo Critical, to 
mke I known’t how many Tribes and Claffes, ferts and 
fs of Nothing ; among all which they make the high- 
it, or if you pleafe the lowelt Degree of it, namely, 
uum nibil, pure, or meer Nothing, to confift in a repug- 
nancy, ablolute Impoffibility, or Contradiction, as a 
Rund-fquare, Trantubftantiation, ec. But we fhou'd 
think there’s yet a more tiny Nothing than even this; 
thiskind of Nothing terminates the Thoughts, is con- 
wivd as a real Objeét, and may have propofitions 
form’d concerning it, tho’ thofe, we confefs, all ground- 
cd upon miftake, or Fancy, but fo is allo any fictiri- 
ous being; a Chimera, Hircoceve, &c. things as really 
contradictious, and deftructive of their own Beings, asa 
Round Square. Bur we may yet {plit the Hair much 
finer, and try to conceive 2 Nothing not conceiv'd, no Pro- 
tuition or Enunciation found concerning it, but lurk- 
ing inche dark Womb of a Potential Impoffibility, ( for- 
give the feeming Contradiétion:) Now tuch a Nothing 
asthis, before tis conceiv’d in the Mind at leaft, if nor 
after, feems to have lefs of Being, or to be a purer No- 
thing than any other Species which have bin affign’d by 
Philofophers. But enough of Nothing, which is fuch a 
No-Subject, that we hope the Querift will take the Ad- 
vice of the Old Song upon Nothing, and wont be angry, 
tho we make nothing on't ? 

Queft. 3, 4. What's Matter ? what's Form ? 

_Anfw. They are every thing, we mean all vifible 
things are made upof ’em: But we muft try if we can 
come a little nearer, or elle this won't much edifie, 
Matter, we think may be thus defcrib’d: "Tis a Being 
extended, weighty and paffive, fufceprible of all Quali- 
ver, out of which all Bodies are made, and into which 
tey may be again refolv’d. ‘Tis an extended Being, 
Which Extenfion differences it from Spirit, and may 
emto be its very Effence. This Extenfion, or Bulk, 
‘no more than having proper quantitative parts, or 
Pats differing in fite, and place, and number, fo as they 
cant flow all together into a Point, or fo much as two 
bagle Atoms exift in the place of one; quite contrary 
‘0 Our Notion of Spirit, which takes up no more 
room) than Thought, its genuine Iffue ; an Atom being 
0 call’d, as Gafindus chinks, rather from its Impenetra- 
dility than Indivifibility. Secondly, "Tis weighty, Weight 
or Gravity is generally aflign’d asa Property of Mat- 
ter, as being always either in motion, of an endeavour 
‘Cr motion, and this twotold, by che Epicureans, el- 
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dark, We contefs our Notion is quite contrary to 
theirs in the prefent Cale, this very weight, or Gra- 
vity of matter being in our Judgmert an ablolute Bar 
againft any motion, till mov’d by fome Exterior Being ; 
hor can we conceive how any Atom, or larger part ot 
matter, fhou’d poffibly move, or have lo much as any Gra- 
vitation or tendency any turther thar its own proper Cen- 
ter; nor howthey fhou’d fly out, or ramble about to- 
Warcs one another, to produce any fuch Jumble, or 
motion of Deflexion, any more than how a Stone in 
our World fhou’d take a Fegary, and fly up to the 
Moon. However, this very Notion ot theirs tecures 
and proves our next aflign’d Prop riy of Mater, that 
tisin it felf purely paffive, as it mult be, if thus weigh- 
ty, and capable Ms having new motion impretsd by 
any Exrernal Objeét, as they themlelves deicribe 
It; and if fo, it can no more think, which is proper 
Attion, no not, thd motion and a determinate motion be 
added to’t, than a Flint and Steel by being knocke 
one againft t'other, can produce Definitions and Syllo- 
gilms, as a very Ingenious Perfon exprefles ic. 

_ Again, Afatter, firft pure matter, as we may Conceive 
it, thé no where aétually find it, is fufceptible of all 
Qualities, and confequently it felf endu’d wich none, 
unlets fuch as areat Jeaft contequutive of its Eifence, (as 
Figure, weight, and perhaps Alperity, or Levity, we ) 
but for the others, as Colours, Tajte, &c. Gaffendus 
ufes one invincible Argument, that his Atoms can have 
none of’em, becaufe if they had for Inftance, Colours, 
they coud never change them, but mutt always appear 
the fame ; whereas we fee even the fame matter, ad- 
mits different Colours, only by a different pofition of 
parts: To which may be added, another Notion em- 
brac'd generally by the Corpuscularians, ( Mr. Hobbs in 
his Tripos, and others, ) that rhefe Qualities are pro- 
perly inus, in the Percipient rather chan the Obje@, for 
example, Whireneis in the Eye, rather than the Paper ; 
the particular modification or Configuration of Matter 
producing fiuch or fuch Idea’s in the Mind fay fome, in 
the Body others, which however fir/t matter never had, 
nor are they contain’din our Notion otf ic. 

After this, there will be no great difficulty in the 

latter part of our Defcription; tor if Matter be the Ja/t 
Subje# otsall Accidents, fufceptible of all Qualities, 
and properly prepoflefied with none, ( befides one or 
two that teem to be of its Effence;) if this holds, 
there will be little doubt bur that all Bodies mutt be 
compos d out of it, and contequently refolvable iato 
it. 
Now for Form, the Old Folks drily defin’d it, That by 
which a Ting is what it 1s.— The old whimfey of 
fubjtantial Forms, which as reprefented, we can hardly 
think fo Wile aManas Ariftotle ever held, being now 
quite laughed out of Door, unlefs in the. cafe of a bu- 
mane Soul ; chefe we fay being laid afide, and a many of 
their Unintelligible Qualisier, "tis now generally held 
that the particular modification of Matter, or at Jeait 
in fome Inftances, with the addition of mozion, gives 
the Efferce or Form to muterial Beings, making ‘em et- 
ther this or that, according to che itainp or mold that’s 
given ‘em. 

Queft. 5. What's Motion ? 

Anfw. We fay'tisa kind of a diminutive fomewhar, 
between fomething and nothing, by which, we mean, ’tis 
akin to Time, and thole other Beings, it tkere be any 
other fuch, which are always in a Flax, and theretore 
‘confidering whole time, or perfect motion, they feem no 
other than Bings of Reafon, becaufe what they are, they 
may be though: to owe Co our Conception, never var/t. 
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ing all aually together. If any ask further how we 
would deferibe Motion, fo asto be underflood, we can 
only cell’em what our own Nozrion of it 1S, without im- 
poling it upon others — We wou'd therefore call it 
— “ The Succeifive re(peét of Body to Body, which feems to 
us a pretty clear defcription of proper Afotion. 

Quelt. 6. What's Priva:ion ? 

Aniw. We cail it Nothing — We wou'd be under- 
Rood nothing pifit.v-, face any fuch 1s exprefly exiluded 
by its very Name, whether we take Privation tor a meer 
ablence ot Ferm before ever imtvoduc'd, or for a ceasing 
cr unravellite of that Form where it once has been — 
as Darkne{e in the Air, or Blindnefsin a Man, tho’ the 
truth is, fuch a Biindnels feems more than nothing ; 
there is fomething adfual and real that’s the Caute ont, 
as perhaps the Gutta Serena, or fome other Accident, 
bur yet ftill the very formality of the Blindnefs is tome- 
thing wanting, a meer Privaiton, or Negation. 

Quelt. 7, 8. What's Plealure ? Whats Pain? 

Aniw. We Anfwer to both, that "tis not eafie to de 
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nerally fpeaking, the more fenjible and obvious any thing 
is. the more a Man may beto feek for a clear Philo- 


foohictl Notion of it, Science being many removes from 
fingulirand fenfible Objects, tho’ grounded upon them. 
Befides, what s one man’s pleafure is another s pain, or ac- 
cording to the Proverb, Meat, Poijon, and fo of the o- 
ther Senfes — And agen, Pleafure is certainly in fome 
Cafes, nothing but Privation of Pain, (as Eafe after a vic- 


lent Fit ot the Stone or Tooth-ach) and the very formality of 


Pain is generally made fomething Privative or Negative, 
namely the abfence of what's geod or pleafant. For a 
general Defcription of ’em both, which may reach al] 
the Species, and include both Body and Mind, we think 


this following may do — Pleafure is a perception of 


what’s agreeable to cur Natures — and Pain, juft the 
contrary, ot what’s dilzgreeable or inconvenient — If any 
lay, this isno more than Pleafure’s pleajure, and Pain is 
puin, we would be oblig’d to chem for a more clear 
aid general Notion of both thole Affections than we 
have hee given. 

Quel. g. What's the Realow that Xpo ftands for Chrifto 
in Lawyers writing ?, 

Anix. Vis not only in Lawyers writing, but in all an- 
cient Manutcripts, thofe we mean in che time of Mon- 
kery — whence that manner of abbreviation has been 
deliver’d down even to the prifent Ages, and uied in ma- 
ny Inicriptions, one of which may be feen round the 
Sounding-board of the Pulpit in the Church of Alhallows 
Barkinz, near the Tower. The reaton and rile of 1t is 
not hard to fiad, being no other than the blundering Ig- 
norance of old ‘Monkifh Tranjcribers, who finding xp@- 
and +y% often written for yesds and Zee, miltook 
the + and thep for our X and p, as they have done in 
feveral other words chat we cou’d inftance, and which 
may have’ been obierved by any who have had but the 
leaft Converfe in Manufcripts : T@ give one for all, 
St. Ferom in his Prologue to the Book of Fob makes nfe 
of the word — conudliouevws — this was Geek with a 
vengeance to the poor old Monks that had occafion to 
tranicribe it, which they have murder’d moft unmerci- 
fully in moft of che old Copies, fome writing it one 
way, fome another, tho’ almoit all miftaking the 9, for 
an X, and fo writing it. ; 

Queft. 10. Gentlemen, I bumbly beg your Advice in 
this : About three years azo I was privately married to a 
young Man without my Friends Conjent or Knowledce, he pro- 
miled be would not Bed with we ‘till he had performed a 
Journey which he was to ra,e, neither did he ; and he foon 
went his Fourney, and did not return ‘till about a Tear age : 
During bis abfence I was importun'd and married to another 
Yin, and had a Child by bim before the otber came back ; 
we are all three in trouble of mind about it, now I defire to 
be fatisfied about it by you, what I mujt do in this, whe- 
ther I may be free withthe Man tbat I laft married ? or 
whether I mujt abflain from bis Bed ? or which of thele 
Men is my real Husband, feeing the firft never Bedded with 
me? I beg your Advice in your next dfercury, becaufe I 
muft leave the City in a few dayes, and you will Oblige a 
liicontented Woman. 

An{w. By the Law of God the firft is your Husband, 


by the Law of the Land the laft ; by the finey 
that you belong to the firft, he may difengage hj... 
from you, or may retain you; but by the Law oft 
Land he can’t do the laft. The beft Method thar 
know of, is that you beg Pardon both ot God ang hin 
As for his Cafe, we believe he has no reafon to ey 
himfelf about it, fince he is not only at liberty to marr 
whom and when he pleafes, but to thank God tha J 
has efcaped {uch a Partner ; for if the durft break +}, 
Sacred Bands, which to keep inviolable the had {9 
lemnly call’d God to Witnefs, ‘tis to be doubted no | 

py Lite cou’d have been led with her, for fo much; Fol 
or Impiety was no promifing Omen ; tho” after aj) , 
the matter was not of too weighty a Concern, we thoula 
hardly forbear telling the Voyager he was ferv’d we 
enough, to Marry, and Jet another ‘tep to Bed to bi 
Miftrefs before him. ‘ 
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Sdberttf{ements, 


?> He Second Edition ot The Second SPIRA, is now 

Publifhed : Being a fearful Example of ay 
ATHEIST who had Apoftatizd from the Chrifttian 
Religion, and died in Defpair at We/rminSler, Decems 
8. 1692. withan Exaét Account of his Sicknefs, Con. 
victions, Difcourfes with Friends and Minifters,’ and of his 
dreadful Expreflions and Blafphemies when he eft the 
World: Asalfo A Letier from an ATHEIST of his Ac. 
quatatance, with his Ariwer to ite Publifh’d for ap 
Example to others, and recommended to all Young Pr. 
fons, to fettle them in their Religion. By F. S.a Minif. 
er of the Church of England, a frequent Vifitor of him 
during his whole Sicknefs. Iteenfed and Entered 
accozding to D2zdcer. Price 6 Printed for Fob 
Dunson at the Raven inthe Poulrrey. : 


ee He Fourth Edition of the New Mar. 

A tyrology or Bloody Affizcs, &c. Con- 
taining feveral Speeches, Letters, Elegies, and 
New Difcoveries, ( fent out of the WEST ) 
ne're Printed before : As alfo many large and 
Private Memoirs fent fiom other laces, 
which renders this Fourth Edition A NEW 
SECRET HISTORY ot the late Times 
To which is added the Effigies of che mot 
Eminent Sufferers, with many New Povms on 
their Deaths not printed before; as alfo a 
much larger Account than has yet been 
given of the LIFE and DEATH of the lae 
LORD JEFFERIES ; fo that the whole Work 
is now Compleat with an ALPHABETI- 
CAL TABLE annext to it. Publifhed by 
Thomas Pitts, Gent. Printed ( according to 
the Original Copies ) for Zohn Dunton at 
the Raven in the Poultrey. | 


0% “F"He TRYALS of feveral WITCHES lately Execu- 

ted in New-England, and of feveral remarka- 
ble Curiofities therein Occurring. By Coston Matter. 
Publifhed by the Special Command of the Gover- 
nour. Printed for Fohn Dunton at the Raven in che 
Poultrey. 


N Excellent SNUFF to Prevent and Cure th 

Tooth-Ach. This Admirable Snuff gives preien 
Eate to the Tooth-Ach, let it be of what Nature it 
will, it giveth Eafe whilft you take ir, and is to be had 
at the Rainbow Coffe-houle at St. Murtins-Laie end, a 
gaintt Northumberland-Houle, at the Iratian Cofive-Eoule 
in Katharine-ftreet 3 at Richard's Coffee-houle at Fempl 
Bar ; at Tom's Coffee-houte at Ludzare; at the Rus-low 
Coffee-houfe in Cornhill; at Tie. Howkhins in George yard 
at either of which Places Gentlemen may have tor th 
Countrey. It is Sealed with a Coat of Arms, the Pape! 
are rs. the Box is 2s. 
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